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him with money for the purpose of organizing a revolt
against Henry III. In England he stirred up con-
spiracies against Elizabeth, and had bought the fav-
orites of the King of Scotland. It seemed as if he were
going to become master of the two kingdoms. In 1588
he collected in Spain an enormous fleet, the "Invincible
Armada/' equipped with the flower of his troops;
another army was gathered in the Low Countries.
These two armies were to pass over into England;
Elizabeth had no regular army, and could not op-
pose them. This expedition, whose success seemed
assured, failed through the incapacity of the Spanish
admiral.

Soon after, the murder of Henry III. seemed to
deliver the kingdom of France into the hands of
Philip II. Henry IV. had been recognized only by a
small part of the French people. The Leaguers occu-
pied Paris and almost all of the provinces in the North.
The Spanish army of the Low Countries attacked
Henry IV., forced him to raise the siege of Paris, and
went into quarters in the Bastille. The Estates General,
which had been convoked at Paris by the Leaguers,
held their deliberations under the direction of the three
Spanish ambassadors; they recognized the Infanta
Isabella, daughter of Philip II., as Queen of France,
but they coulcl not decide to accept for their king an
Austrian archduke, whom Philip had chosen for the
husband of his daughter.

Therefore Philip was foiled in his plans against
England and against France, and found himself at
war with these two countries; the English fleet went
as far as Cadiz, burning the Spanish ships everywhere